PARENTS’ GUIDE TO
Student Success

This guide provides an overview of what your child will K I N D E R GARTE N

learn by the end of kindergarten in mathematics and English

language arts/literacy. It focuses on the key skills your cfiiid

will learn in these subjects, which will build a strus gl vias Lo tol-a cets g tl2-eE s i acts
he or she studies throughout the school year. This yLicelis Bilcen mEa ey GO ML DEl S B
Standards, which have been adopted by more than 50 stales: Frigse 12 siandards e iferined
by the highest state standards from across the couiitry. it your Child i$ meeting the expectations
outlined in these standards, he or she will be well prepared for 1st grade.

WHY ARE ACADEMIC STANDARDS IMPORTANT? If your child needs a little extra help or wants to learn
more about a subject, work with his or her teacher to
identify opportunities for tutoring, to get involved in

Academic standards are important because they
help ensure that all students, no matter where
they live, are prepared for success in college and clubs after school, or to find other resources.
the workforce. They help set clear and consistent

expectations for students, parents, and teachers;

build your child’s knowledge and skills; and help set

high goals for all students.

Of course, high standards are not the only thing
needed for our children’s success. But standards

THIS GUIDE INCLUDES

B An overview of some of the key things your
child will learn in English/literacy and math
in kindergarten

B |deas for activities to help your child learn at
home

B Topics of discussion for talking to your child’s
teacher about his or her academic progress







Mathematics

Young children arrive in kindergarten with widely varying knowledge in math. By the
end of the year, your child must have some important foundations in place. One of the
most important skills your child should develop is the ability to add and subtract small
numbers and use addition and subtraction to solve word problems. This will rely on
gaining some fundamentals early in the year, such as counting objects to tell how many
there are. Addition and subtraction will continue to be a very strong focus in math
through 2nd grade.

B Counting objects to tell how many there are

B Comparing two groups of objects to tell which
group, if either, has more; comparing two written
numbers to tell which is greater

Keeping the conversation focused.

When you talk to the teacher, do not worry about covering everything. Instead,
keep the conversation focused on the most important topics. In kindergarten,
these include:

B Counting to tell the number of objects (this will not be written work; ask the
teacher for his or her observations of your child’s progress in this area)

B Solving addition and subtraction word problems

Ask to see a sample of your child’s work. Ask the teacher questions such as: Is
this piece of work satisfactory? How could it be better? Is my child on track?
How can | help my child improve or excel in this area? If my child needs extra
support or wants to learn more about a subject, are there resources to help his
or her learning outside the classroom?




English Language Arts & Literacy

B Read with your child every day, books like Arch ou
My Motherby PD. Eastman or Green Eggs and Ham
by Dr. Seuss. Ask your child to explain his or her
favorite parts of the story. Share your own ideas.

To find more books for your child to read, visit
www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf.

B Encourage your child to tell you about his or her day
at school. Keep paper, markers, or crayons around
the house for your child to write letters or words or
draw a picture about his or her day. Have your child
describe the picture to you.

M Play word games like / Spi, sing songs like Itsi Bitsy
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